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Human error
~ Re “Quaid: Allow lawsuits against
drug companies”:

Though I'm happy to learn that Mr.
and Mrs. Dennis Quaid’s twins continue
to thrive after their harrowing and near
tragic accidental overdose of Heparin, I
must strongly disagree with them in
their attempt to hold Baxter Pharmaceu-
ticals culpable.

As a registered nurse whose specialty
is PICU/NICU and having familiarized
myself with the case, it is clear that
though one can blame Big Pharma for
many things, the incident involving the
Quaid twins is not one of them.

The fault lies with Cedars-Sinai and
the nurses who failed to follow not only
hospital policy, but also nursing proto-
col. These failures were documented in
the state’s investigation and they
included such critical omissions as: The
hospital’s failure to implement its own
policy in handling Heparin that was
amended after -both Baxter and the
FDA sent out warning letters and the
failure of both nurses to read the label
prior to signing off and administering
this medication. Ji

In addition, one can only wonder
why Cedars chose to continue to hold
‘onto and use the old stock of Heparin
(this is the stock that both Baxter, the

- FDA and othel experts h
'iﬂéht'%lgd ‘as having : that#
lead to just such a tragic outcome)

instead of replacing it with the newer
stock with the redesigned label.

As any nurse can tell you, there are
certain drugs, and Heparin is one of
them, with which nurses are trained to
always use the double-check procedure.
This means that first one nurse reads
the label and checks the dosage, the
patient, the route of administration and
the time, and then another nurse:
repeats this procedure before adminis-
tering the medication. This is a stan-
dard nursing procedure that transcends
all hospital policies and it’s basic Nurs-
ing 101. 1

The Quaids are understandably angry
and concerned — we all should be.
However, for Congress to pander and
invite Dennis Quaid to testify before
them on this issue shouldn’t be in the
purview of Congress. If Quaid had
wanted to make a real impact, then he
should be lobbying at the state level
about how Cedars allowed such a fail-
ure to occur on their watch.

In addition, he should be asking the
Board of Registered Nursing to investi-
> the breakdown of nursing that
nearly cost the lives of his children.
This was not a product failure, since
the product did exactly as it should

*have; instead this was a failure of the

nurses to exercise good judgment and

 practice standard nursing protocols that

have been developed to protect patients

" from just such an occurrence.
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